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THE INSTITUTE OF FIRE SAFETY MANAGERS
TIERED FIRE RISK ASSESSORS REGISTER (TFRAR)

General Details Section

1. Introduction.

The Institute has decided to introduce a Fire Risk Assessors Register, which recognises three
levels of competence for Fire Risk Assessors carrying out Fire Risk Assessments. These levels
of competence, called tiers, are based on different buildings' complexities according to
definitions listed in the procedural and administrative document for this register.

A Fire Risk Assessment in respect of this document is deemed to include the assessment of
various types of buildings by the requirements of the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order
2005, The Fire Safety (Scotland) Regulations 2006, The Fire (Scotland) Act 2005 (sections 53-59)
and The Fire Safety Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2010.

The government recommends that suitably qualified / competent fire professionals carry out
Fire Risk Assessments.

This register is in three tiers. Tier 1is for those people who wish to make a start at a career in
Fire Risk Assessment and who are at the ‘beginners’ level. Tier 2 is for those Fire Risk Assessors
working in the field on buildings ranging from simple and less complex to those of medium
complexity. Tier 3, NAFRAR, is available for those Fire Risk Assessors who wish to carry our Fire
Risk Assessments on high-risk and complex buildings.

All tiers of the register are competency-based, and the tiers form a recognisable pathway into
a careerin Fire Risk Assessment. The register is for individual Fire Risk Assessors. A definition
of a Fire Risk Assessor is provided in Appendix 3 of the guidance document.

The register contains the names of individual Fire Risk Assessors at each Tier level. At Tier 1,
each individual has been through a process accredited by an independent, nationally
recognised awarding body. At Tier 2, a peer group internal certification process, and Tier 3,
third-party accreditation/certification by a nationally recognised third-party certification
provider, including those that UKAS accredits. The UKAS/third party link is essential for the
Institute in promoting a national independent register as it signals Government support.

Reference is made in this document to formal award levels. The quoted levels are aligned to
the Regulated Qualification Framework (RQF) used in England but also consider the relevant
equivalencies in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and the European Qualifications
Framework (EQF).

The register also contains PODs at Tier 2, which are for specialist or sector-specific Fire Risk
Assessors and Tier 2 and Tier 3 for Non-UK Fire Risk Assessors. Appendix 4 details the
application procedure and process for these.
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The Institute’s register is ‘The Tiered Fire Risk Assessors Register of The Institute of Fire Safety
Managers’ (TFRAR).

This Policy and Procedure document is enacted under the By-Laws of the Institute.

2. Recognition of Appropriate Accreditation and Certification Schemes.

Tier 1 (Entry Level Register)

Applicants for Tier 1 of the register must make sure they meet (but not exceed) the following
requirements:

a)

b)

Gained a pass in the ABBE Level 2 Certificate, ‘Principles of Fire Risk Assessment’, or

Hold a relevant qualification (adjudged by the Institute’s Competency Council to be
relevant), and

Have no more than 3 years of relevant experience and have gained sufficient knowledge
and experience to the satisfaction of the Assessment Panel (this to be judged by portfolio
submission, including if you have already started carrying out FRAs, three recent FRAs no
more than 12 months old. FRAs will not be assessed for content but will be used to gauge
the level the assessoris operating. FRAs should follow the guidelinesin Appendix 1 under
‘Other Details’ to anonymise them. In some instances, an interview will also be
arranged), or

Have satisfied either a) or b) above but are more experienced than expected for entry-
level and therefore need less time to achieve Tier 2 status. This approach is called the
‘Tier 1 Fast Track Scheme’.

Tier 2 Competent Fire Risk Assessors Register (CFRAR)

Applicants for Tier 2 of the register must make sure they meet the following requirements
(section 13.3 gives a breakdown of the four application routes available):

a) They will be registered at Tier 1 and have carried out Fire Risk Assessments on simple,

less complex buildings for a minimum of 2 years, and have gained sufficient experience
in carrying out Fire Risk Assessments at Tier 2 level to enable them to apply for
recognition of competence at Tier 2 level.

b) Experienced Fire Risk Assessors who are members of the Institute and wish to apply for
registration at the Tier 2 level.
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c) Fire Risk Assessors who are members of the Institute and have achieved a pass in a
recognised Level 3 (or above) award in Fire Risk Assessment. This award must have
‘accredited’ status by a recognised independent awarding body. This approach is called
‘Tier 2 Stage 1 only’.

d) Fire Risk Assessors who are members of the Institute and who are already registered on
a Fire Risk Assessors register with another professional body or recognised organisation
but who are not third party accredited, or, Fire Risk Assessors who are members of the
Institute and have been through the BAFE SP205 scheme and have been individually
assessed by the awarding body and designated as ‘validator’ for Tier 2 only. This
approach is called the ‘Tier 2 Accelerated Application Scheme”.

Tier 3 Nationally Accredited Fire Risk Assessors Register (NAFRAR)

Tier 3 is the level at which a Fire Risk Assessor can operate and is deemed to be competent to
carry out Fire Risk Assessments across the whole range of Tier 1 and Tier 2 level as well as on
high risk/designated buildings. Entry into Tier 3 is achieved by Fire Risk Assessors having been
through a third-party accreditation/certification scheme which has deemed them to be
competent to carry out Fire Risk Assessments of high-risk/designated buildings (see Appendix
3 for definition).

For organisations that have been through an accredited/certified scheme designed specifically
for companies, and where the only person to have been individually tested for competency is
anominee from that company i.e., other Fire Risk Assessors working for that company are only
audited internally, then only that company’s formal nominee will be eligible to apply for
NAFRAR.

The Institute will recognise any individual who provides proof that they have been individually
certified, accredited or validated as a competent Fire Risk Assessor by a third-party
accreditation/certification body for higher risk/complex buildings.

The technical requirements of all tiers of this register will be reviewed and monitored by the
Institute’s Competency Council. They will review the scheme requirements periodically
against the needs of the current UK and Northern Ireland fire legislation and building
regulations.

3. Entry onto the Register.

An application onto the register is open to those persons who can satisfy the above criteria for
each Tier (the requirements are set out above) and who are working in the field of fire safety,
fire safety management and fire engineering.
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4, General Requirements to be Submitted with all Applications.

A person who wishes to be entered onto the register must provide the following evidence with
their application:

a) Proof of qualifications or competency as described in Section 2 above.

b) Professional Indemnity Insurance or Public Liability Insurance if only inhouse FRAs are
carried out.

c) Evidence of commitment to continuing professional development (CPD) via a formal
record, both at the time of registration and continuing throughout the registration
period.

d) Membership of the Institute in a corporate grade.

5. Procedure for Application.

Applications for registration should be made on the appropriate form which is available and
can be accessed from the Institute’s website.

The application must be fully completed and should contain the relevant information asked
for together with the non-refundable administration fee. The Institute will consider each

application via an Assessment Panel.

Applications will be open for a period of six months. The period will start when both the
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